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General questions about renewable energy to the Think Tank 
 
Questions and answers are summarized. 
Q: Is a decentralised mix of renewable energy resources a realistic approach? Or is the matter of a 
reliable energy supply to critical to leave it to small providers? Is it possible to identify a minimum 
size of a solid provider? Or, is it just a local playground and Desert tech etc. that will rule 
everything? 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A: In general all resources are needed. To fit different provider and recourses together a strong 
connection via ICT is required. New approaches of energy planning need to be implemented and all 
directions need to be considered. Every renewable energy source is a piece of the puzzle to solve 
the issues, but knowledge is needed to get the overview.  
 
Q: Is it helpful to identify a leading / guiding renewable energy resource in a region? With this kind 
of ranking it could be possible to focus on the next (feasible) steps and not to overtax the regions 
and municipalities. (The German municipalities are or will be financially busted, so there is no 
money for a first step to save / earn money later on.) 
 
A: The definition of a region has to be clarified in general. As an example for best practice 
it should be taken in account, that certain problems can be solved in a certain area. Therefor 
regions should be kept small to focus the view. It might become necessary to cooperate with 
neighbor regions if  a region alone cannot solve problems on its own. 
 
 
Q: The massive expansion of renewable energy will cause /still causes resistance in the population 
(lots of wind plants, bioenergy plants everywhere, new grids and infrastructure, solar panels 
everywhere in the towns and the landscape etc.). How can municipalities start a broader 
participation and dialogue with the citizens? How can the population participate in general, to 
accept the energy transition? 
 
A: One success factor for the introduction of of renewable energy on a local and regional level 
could be District heating / cooling and the use of waste energy from other processes. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Think Tank Plenum 
Statements are summarized 
 
A short presentation of the main outcomes / discussions of the Think Tank meeting had been given 
followed by a discussion with the Project Partners. 
 
G. Fremrot:  
Smart grids are not necessary for the introduction of renewable energies, as the 
existing European grid is strong enough. 
 
District heating and possible issues, challenges and solutions in the different partner 
regions have been discussed. In Sweden, high taxes are raised on fossil fuels, so district 
heating might become more economic. In Denmark, new systems are built by energy 
suppliers. In Flanders, the grid is quiet closed. 
 
G. Fremrot: It is important to look on the right side of the value chain. Money needs to 
become business. Pilot projects are a possible solution for customers who focus on the 
value chain. 
 
The project partners asked for ideas for roadmaps. The TT agreed that there are several 
possibilities of roadmaps in general.   
 
D. Cosaert: For the introduction of renewable energies it is necessary to take different actors into 
account. Those actors may be classified as “twins” that are interdependent (e.g. politics and public). 
It is necessary to be aware of possible threats. “Who pays, who wins, who loses?” These threats 
need to be clear from the beginning. 
 

 


